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W H I T E  W I N E S

J. Christopher Chardonnay, Cuvée Lunatique,  
Willamette Valley 2017

[93] Wine Spectator
Jasmine and apple aromas lead to elegantly complex flavors that fan 
out on the long finish. Drink now through 2021. July 2019 

J. Christopher Chardonnay, Lia’s Vineyard,  
Chehalem Mountains 2017

[93] Vinous
Light, vivid yellow. A complex, mineral-accented bouquet evokes ripe 
citrus and orchard fruits, buttered toast, iodine, fennel and pungent 
flowers, and a hint of smokiness slowly emerges with air. Shows 
excellent depth and sharp delineation, offering energetic tangerine, 
pear, white peach, sweet butter and anise flavors that firm up on the 
back half. Powerful yet graceful in style, showing impressive detail 
and spicy thrust on a long, lively finish that features lingering floral 
and mineral nuances. Raised in a single, three-year-old puncheon, 
with no malo. September 2020 

J. Christopher Sauvignon Blanc,  
Willamette Valley 2017

[90] Wine & Spirits
This is lean and dusty, with an herbal edge to its lemon-lime flavors; a 
balanced blanc for scallop ceviche. October 2020 

[90] Vinous
Brilliant straw-yellow. Mineral-tinged orange, peach and honeysuckle 
aromas pick up subtle herb and floral nuances with air. Plush and  
velvety in texture, offering poached pear, fennel and honey flavors 
that are sharpened by a hint of bitter citrus pith. Smoothly plays 
power off finesse and finishes long and focused, leaving floral and 
pear notes behind. September 2020 

[89] Wine Spectator
Supple yet vibrant, with lemon and nectarine flavors that linger on a 
crisp finish. Drink now. Web Only 2019 
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R E D  W I N E S

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Abbey Ridge Vineyard, 
Dundee Hills 2017

[94] Vinous
Deep scarlet. Intensely perfumed raspberry, boysenberry and cherry 
aromas take on baking spice, rose oil and smoky mineral accents 
with aeration. Shows impressive delineation and spicy lift on the 
palate, offering sappy red and blue fruit, cherry cola and spicecake 
flavors plus a suave floral pastille nuance. Finishes impressively long 
and pure, with fine-grained tannins framing lingering raspberry and 
allspice notes. August 2020 

[93] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
This delicious bottle includes fruit from the original 40-year-old vines,  
which shows through in the delicacy and detail across the palate. 
Rhubarb, pomegranate, raspberry and cherry fruit flavors are in play, 
along with a trail of cola and cocoa. Excellent texture and length 
complete this gulpable charmer. December 2020 

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Basalte,  
Chehalem Mountains 2017

[93] Wine & Spirits
From a selection of basalt-rich vineyards, including estate sources, this  
wine recalls pine-top mountain ridges in its haunting scent of pine 
tips and cedar. The black cherry flavors are forward and lush, then 
gathered by fruit-skin tannins as the wine finishes in an elegant mode.  
October 2020 

[93] Vinous
Deep, bright-rimmed garnet. Vibrant, spice-accented red and blue 
fruits, pungent flowers and savory herbs on the highly perfumed nose.  
Juicy and focused on the palate, offering bitter cherry, blueberry,  
lavender pastille and cola flavors sharpened by a hint of white pepper. 
Shows very good depth but comes off lithe. The long, lively finish 
features rounded tannins and lingering cherry and floral notes.  
August 2020 

[92] Wine Spectator
Sleek, refined and expressive, with lively raspberry, crushed stone 
and herb tea accents that build structure on a long finish. Drink now 
through 2027. December 2020 

[91] Wine Enthusiast  
This elegant, structured wine includes grapes from the famed Medici 
Vineyard. Fruit flavors run from ripe strawberry to lighter blackberry,  
with good supporting acidity. Barrel aging brings in highlights of 
coffee grounds and cocoa powder. December 2020 

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Volcanique,  
Dundee Hills 2017

[94] Wine & Spirits
Distilled from estate lots planted on volcanic soils, this really does 
smell like volcanic earth, in its smoky and mildly earthy notes. The 
cool red-fruit flavors seem plush at first but lengthen and become 
velvety after a day, spicy with hints of rooibos tea, cinnamon and tar. 
For tea-smoked duck. October 2020 

[93] Tasting Panel Reviewed by Anthony Dias 
A gentle perfume on the nose leads to a crisp and bright palate of 
tangy cherry and raspberry. Silky, generous, and long; bracing,  
balanced, and fresh. September/October 2020

[92] Vinous
Vivid ruby-red. Spice- and mineral-accented red berries, candied 
flowers and baking spices on the expressive nose. Sappy, mineral-driven  
raspberry, bitter cherry and spicecake flavors show fine detail and 
turn sweeter with air. Shows very good energy and solid thrust on the 
persistent, red-fruit- and floral-dominated finish, which is framed by 
subtle, slow-mounting tannins. August 2020 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
Blending Pommard and Wadenswil clones from the La Colina Vineyard,  
this is a red fruited wine with a clean, clear focus. Bing cherries are 
the strength of the palate, with a minerally, dryly tannic finish.  
December 2020 

[91] Wine Spectator
Lithe and expressive, this red builds structure and tension as it opens 
to raspberry, orange zest and black tea flavors, finishing with polished 
tannins. Drink now through 2026. December 2020 
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J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Estate,  
Chehalem Mountains 2017

[93] Wine & Spirits
A tiny production from a south-facing vineyard overlooking the  
J. Christopher winery, this pinot noir leads with lovely scents of  
cinnamon, mace and strawberry. The wine is succulent and supple, 
its spiciness lingering with its dusty tannins, leaving a lasting  
impression of gentleness. October 2020 

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Just two barrels of this limited-production were wine produced. 
Bright, tart red-berry fruits come with a salty tang, showing excellent 
focus and length. Tuck this away for another couple of years and it 
should blossom. Drink from 2022. December 2020 

[92] Vinous
Brilliant red. High-pitched red berry and floral aromas are comple-
mented by vibrant mineral and baking spice flourishes. Penetrating 
raspberry, cherry and blood orange flavors show a delicate touch and an  
appealing sweetness, and a spicy note adds back-end lift. Fine-grained  
and light on its feet, in the style of the vintage, with silky tannins that 
add shape and discreet final grip. August 2020 

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Medici Vineyard,  
Chehalem Mountains 2017

[95] Vinous
Limpid ruby-red. Pure, expressive red berry, candied rose and exotic 
spice qualities on the intensely perfumed nose, along with a mineral 
element that strengthens with aeration. Silky, sweet and penetrating 
on the palate, offering vibrant raspberry, cherry and floral pastille 
flavors complemented by suggestions of cola and spicecake. In a 
seamless, graceful style, showing superb clarity and smooth, rounded 
tannins on the strikingly long, floral-driven finish. August 2020 

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Parts of the vineyard date back to the mid-1970s, and this shows the 
warm, rather delicate scents and accents that old vines may bring. 
Pretty rose petals and raspberries are in the mix, with balancing but 
unobtrusive acidity. Any new oak (not listed) is also kept in check to 
let the vines tell their story unencumbered. December 2020 

[91] Wine Spectator
Floral and lithe, with delicate cherry and strawberry flavors accented 
by a hints of savory tarragon that glide on an elegant finish. Drink 
now through 2026. December 2020 
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J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Bella Vida Vineyard,  
Dundee Hills 2017

[93] Vinous
Bright ruby. A highly fragrant bouquet evokes ripe red berries, cherry, 
potpourri and savory herbs, and a mineral nuance builds as the wine 
opens up. Sappy and penetrating on the palate, offering appealingly 
sweet raspberry, boysenberry, cherry and rose pastille flavors accented 
by five-spice powder and underbrush flourishes. Rich but graceful 
as well, showing solid closing thrust, repeating florality and smooth, 
harmonious tannins. August 2020 

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
A blend of Pommard and Wadenswil clones, this is a finesse wine 
with a floral nose and pretty though light cherry fruit flavors. It’s 
framed with orange citrus and finished with tannins that taste of 
chamomile tea. December 2020 

[92] Wine Spectator
Supple and elegantly complex with vibrant cherry and raspberry  
flavors laced with black tea, spicy cinnamon and linger toward refined  
tannins. Drink now through 2026. December 2020 

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Bieze Vineyard,  
Eola-Amity Hills 2017

[94] Vinous
Shimmering magenta. An assertively perfumed bouquet evokes 
fresh red and blue fruits, pungent flowers and succulent herbs, and 
a spicy nuance builds as the wine opens up. Juicy and penetrating 
on the palate, offering appealingly sweet boysenberry, raspberry and 
lavender pastille flavors that show superb clarity and back-end thrust. 
Concentrated yet energetic in style, showing fine definition and 
minerally cut on a very long finish that features harmonious tannins 
and repeating florality. August 2020 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
This mixes lemony citrus with cherry candy fruit, all supported on  
a frame of firm tannins. The volcanic basalt that comprises this  
vineyard brings a distinctive minerality to the finish. December 2020 

J. Christopher Pinot Noir, Special Selection, Lumière,  
Eola-Amity Hills 2017

[93] Wine & Spirits
This is structured and subdued, with scents of licorice root and dark  
mulled strawberry giving way to muddled black-cherry flavors. It’s juicy  
yet lean, the texture thickened by fruit-skin tannins and balanced by 
a lively acid structure. This will pair well with plank-roasted salmon. 
October 2020 

[93] Tasting Panel Reviewed by Anthony Dias 
Deep ruby color and a floral nose with accents of rose petal; smooth, 
juicy, and luxuriantly complex; tangy and intense. September/October 2020

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
A lighter vintage for this wine, the fruit flavors are principally 
strawberry with a nod to white raspberry. The acidity remains in the 
background although it’s sufficient to keep the freshness in place, and 
barrel aging has added a touch of milk chocolate. December 2020 

 J. Christopher Appassionata Vineyard “gg” Riesling,  
Willamette Valley 2017

Nittany Epicurean By Michael Chelus
The wine showed a pale straw color. Pear, lemon curd, apple, blood 
orange and whiffs of quince were all readily discernible on the nose. 
Pear, lemon candy, blood orange, apple, peach, hay and hints of petrol 
followed on the palate where the petrol blew off quickly as the wine 
opened up. The wine exhibited racy acidity and great minerality. It 
was light-bodied and demonstrated good length. This wine would 
pair nicely with a spicy Pad Thai. September 22, 2020 


